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Introduction 
The Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) team on Haytor and Salus ward has received national recognition for their work using the Vona du Toit Model of Creative Ability (VdTMoCA). 
These awards highlight the outstanding work of occupational therapists across Devon Partnership NHS Trust in providing excellent care. Around 150 members of the OT team have undergone ICAN's three-day online training in VdTMoCA, showcasing the commitment to a 'whole team' approach that involves registered OTs, OTAs, and Technical Instructors.
We kindly request your assistance in sharing this fantastic achievement, demonstrating the positive impact of occupational therapy in patient care. Please let me know if you need any additional information.

Body text
The Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) team on Haytor and Salus ward, on the Devon Partnership NHS Trust Torbay Hospital site, has received national recognition for their work using the Vona du Toit Model of Creative Ability (VdTMoCA). Wendy Sherwood, the principal of ICAN-UK, the VdTMoCA training provider, sponsors an annual award for an Occupational Therapy (OT) support worker who contributes to the development of the VdTMoCA approach in clinical practice.
The Haytor and Salus team’s achievement is significant as this is the first time a prize has been awarded to a team rather than an individual. Liz Thomson, the OT Manager for the Torbay Acute Wards, nominated her team for the award because she wanted to recognise the contribution of everyone within the group.
The team has collectively won £600 for their Continuing Professional Development (CPD) or purchasing resources to support CPD. 
Liz Thomson says: “This is a brilliant achievement for the team and all their hard work in implementing this new model. As the Occupational Therapy Manager, I could not be prouder of how the team has embraced implementing the VdTMoCA, which is completely new to them. The team has been open to exploring this model in practice and how it can support and enhance the service offered by the occupational therapy team. A big congratulations goes to Kelly Barkhuizen, Gaby Randle, Steve Grant, Lori Davis, Lucy Turnbull and Tim Bounsall.”
Alice Zitter, the OTA on Delderfield ward in Exeter, received the individual award this year for her significant contribution to the work of the Delderfield OT team in developing and embedding the VdTMoCA approach to OT practice on their ward. Alice has won a £200 prize to support her individual professional development.
These awards, both individual and team, are a significant acknowledgement of the amazing contribution made to people’s care by occupational therapists across Devon Partnership NHS Trust.
To date, around 150 members of the OT team have undertaken the three-day online training with the International Creative Ability Network (ICAN) to develop a working knowledge of the VdTMoCA in theory and practice. 
One of the key features of ICAN’s VdTMoCA training is the commitment to a ‘whole team’ approach, involving not just registered OTs but also OTAs and Technical Instructors.
Devon Partnership NHS Trust commissions and delivers mental health, learning disability and neurodiversity services across Devon.
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Notes to editors
VdTMoCA Foundation (UK)
The VdTMoCA Foundation (UK) is a Community Interest Company, working as a not-for-profit organisation, for the benefit of the occupational therapy community. 
We are a small group of occupational therapists who work on a voluntary basis, so we need you to support us, so we can support you. Membership is just £15 a year and helps us to publish books, deliver free study days to our members, provide you with access to a large amount of resources and available literature. We also offer support and create networking opportunities for those new to the model and services in the process of embedding the model in to clinical practice.
	Devon Partnership NHS Trust commissions and delivers mental health, learning disability and neurodiversity services across Devon. 

Key facts about us:

· We receive over 71,000 referrals a year
· We make approximately 30,000 monthly contacts with individuals
· 92% of the people we support would recommend our services to family and friends (against a national target of 85%)
· The Care Quality Commission (CQC) rates us as 'Good' overall.

If you or someone you know requires urgent help, please contact our First Response Service at 0808 196 8708 for 24/7 expert mental health support. 

TALKWORKS is our free and confidential NHS talking therapies service. It aims to help you feel better and provides you with tools and techniques to improve your mental and physical wellbeing: https://www.talkworks.dpt.nhs.uk/ 

Our Devon Wellbeing Hub offers support to colleagues in healthcare, social care, and the police: https://www.devonwellbeinghub.nhs.uk/ 

To learn more about us, visit our website: www.dpt.nhs.uk 
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